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Chile Moving Slowly on Trials
For Officials of Allende Regime

Trials for highanking Allende
government officials snd other promi-
nent leftist prisoners in Chile are not
imminent. The government has not yet
decided how it will deal with its most
important prisoners and apparently is
in no great hurry to make this determi-
nation.

The chief of the government’s
office of detsinee affairs has said that
judicial proceedings were being
initisted against inmates of the Dawson
island prison camp. Interior Minister
Bonilla has clarified this statement,
saying that lower level detainces rather
than Communist Party chief Corvslan
and former Popular Unity cabinet
ministers were invoived,

In any case, under Chilean law the
Judicial “process™ refers to the whole

series of legal proceedings that ewven-
tuslly culminates in the trist, not just
to the trial ftself.

The government says that it ks still
investigating the cases of leftist
tuminsries in order to determine what,
if any, charges will be brought against
them. The regime docs not yet sppear
to have definitively resolved important
Jurisdictional and procedural issues.

A key question is which tribunals,
civilian or military, will have jurisdic-
tion over ctimes committed prior to
the coup.

A recently intercepted messsge
from the Foreign Ministry to Chile’s
smbassador to the UN indicated that
5,408 persons remain under detention.
The well-known prisoners on Dawson

Island number about 40. _
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